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Overview 
 
• Began in 2008 
• Over 10.2 million volumes 
• Over 2.9 million public domain 
(PD) volumes (“full view”) 
• Over 60 partners 
 
hāthī (हाथी) (pronounced 
HAH-tee) is the Hindi word 
for elephant. 
Content 
 HathiTrust Partners:  
 
And more...  
 
Content by call number, language, date 
http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations 
US Gov Docs in HathiTrust 
 
• Ca. 300,000 =  4% of all 
titles in HathiTrust 
 
• 80% of gov docs in 
HathiTrust in public 
domain 
 
 
Percentage  of Docs in HathiTrust (est.) 
1895-2009  
Brown (2011) 
HathiTrust Compared to Google Books 
More titles found in Google but HathiTrust 
provides more full-text 
 
 
 
HathiTrust better for searching serials 
One record for all issues of a title 
Title changes noted 
Total docs = 385 
(1940s) 
Titles Found Full-text 
HathiTrust 98 90 
Google 181 4 
Sare (2012) 
Everyone 
• View PD content 
• Search PD and copyright 
materials 
• View public collections 
• Download single PD pages 
• Download MARC records 
 
 
 
HathiTrust Partners 
• Download entire volumes 
of PD materials 
• Create private or public 
collections 
• Have a voice in the future 
of HathiTrust  
 
 
 
 
Who can do what 
 Advanced Search in 
HathiTrust  
Searching & Discovering Content 
 
HT Catalog http://www.hathitrust.org/     
 
HT WorldCat Local prototype  
http://hathitrust.worldcat.org/ 
 
Resource Discovery Tools 
 
      
 
Searching & Discovering Content 
 
Loading records into local ILS 
 http://www.hathitrust.org/data 
 
Bibliographic  and Data APIs 
 http://www.hathitrust.org/data 
 
Widgets 
 http://www.hathitrust.org/widgets 
      
 

  
Embed links  
 
 Public collections 
 http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/mb 
  
 Individual items 
      
 
Searching & Discovering Content 
 
From a LibGuide for a 
German literature 
course 
Final Thoughts 
CHALLENGES 
• Searching/retrieval obstacles (e.g. no SUDoc search) 
• Inaccurate copyright statuses impeding access 
• Inaccurate linkages and bibliographic info 
 
 
PROGRESS 
• Commitment to expand and enhance access to gov docs 
• Research study examining how to improve access 
• Coordination with Committee on Institutional Cooperation  
and others to create a digital corpus of 1+ million print 
docs 
Questions about HathiTrust 
http://www.hathitrust.org/help 
feedback@issues.hathitrust.org 
@hathitrust 
  
More info:  
http://libguides.wustl.edu/hathitrust 
  
More info on loading records into ILS 
 
Kent State Univ.: 
http://techserv.lib.muohio.edu/ovgtsl11/presentations/Panchyshyn.pptx  
 
Univ. of Denver:  
http://www.slideserve.com/holleb/harvesting-hathitrust-documents-a-new-
model-for-online-access  
 
Univ. of Colorado-Denver:  
Beall, Jeffrey. 2009. “Free Books: Loading Brief MARC Records for Open-
Access Books in an Academic Library Catalog.” Cataloging & Classification 
Quarterly 47 (5) (January 4): 452–463. doi:10.1080/01639370902870215. 
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Thank you! 
bvetruba@wustl.edu 
@bvetruba  
